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Seamless, understated interiors in this Hampshire 
home have enriched its Arts and Crafts origins 

FEATURE NELL WHITAKER  PHOTOGRAPHY CHRIS HORWOOD

Original
SPIRIT

A selection of chairs, some in a 
gothic style, creates a relaxed, 

natural feel in the kitchen. The walls 
are painted in Ludgate Circus by 

Mylands. Terra Bianca granite has 
been chosen for the worktops and 

splashback behind the Aga. 
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Thoughtfully designed and well-situated, 
Rosie Craig’s Hampshire home, awash  
with natural light, truly pays homage to its 
Arts and Crafts origins. Having come to 

view the property seven years ago on a dreary February 
day, Rosie says, “I instantly felt the sense of being in 
this beautiful country house and even though it was 
probably the worst day to see it, I knew it would be 
stunning in the spring.”

The house was built by Inigo Triggs and William 
Unsworth in 1912 for Aubyn Trevor-Battye, a British 
explorer, naturalist, artist and writer. The original 
design brief for the house insisted that every room was 
flooded with natural light and had a good view of the 
undulating garden. “What drew me to the property  
in the first place were the beautiful period details,” 
Rosie says, “including the arched windows and doors,  
Tuscan columns, brass handles and detailed ceilings.  
I could see it was a beautifully designed house.”

Rosie bought the house in 2015 and engaged long-time 
friend and interior designer Tamsin Saunders to help 
transform it into a family home for her and her three 
children, aged 14, 15 and 18. Sharing the same values 
and interior vision cultivated an organic redecoration 
process for Rosie and Tamsin, who heads up design 
studio Home & Found. “We both agreed on the 
importance of protecting the integrity of the building, 
and were eager for the quality of the architecture to 
shine through, but also the need for it to be a relaxed, 
welcoming home,” Tamsin says. “The challenge was to 
make it feel as if it had stayed in the same family and 
evolved over the years.” 

Tamsin and her team of builders started a year  
later, efficiently refurbishing the house over a period  
of four months. Rewiring and replumbing required  
a sensitive touch. “We wanted to avoid it feeling in  
any way new,” she says. “It was a process of stripping 
away unwanted, unneccessary layers to reveal the 

ABOVE LEFT This 
This corner of the 
west-facing kitchen 
gets the best of the 
last rays of sunlight, 
illuminating the 
beautiful copper 
lusterware and 
Gaudy Welsh pottery 
in the bespoke, 
glass-fronted dresser.
ABOVE RIGHT The 
cream Aga was the 
starting point for the 
kitchen scheme, with 
the new cabinetry 
being colour-matched 
to its rich cream hue. 

‘What drew me to the property in the first place were the 
period details … I could see it was a beautifully designed house’
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Designed by Tamsin 
Saunders and fitted 

by Home & Found 
the kitchen cabinetry 

mirrors the arch in 
the kitchen door.  

The original irregular-
width floorboards  

run throughout  
the kitchen. Visit 

homeandfound.com 
to see more of 

Tamsin’s interior 
design work.  
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bones of the house and then ensure that whatever 
went into the rooms helped connect with the garden 
and woodland outside. The biggest challenge was to 
imbue what could have been a very grand house with  
a sense of cosiness and comfort.” 

To achieve a sense of the house having evolved  
over time, Tamsin scoured antique markets and  
fairs for furniture, objects and textiles, gradually 
building up layers of character and charm throughout 
the house. Her talent for sourcing vintage lamps  
can also be seen in her other business, The Original 
Lamp Company. 

When drawing up the room schemes, Tamsin was keen 
to “bring the outside in” and maximise light, replacing 
heavy swags for Roman blinds and installing a calm, 
restrained colour palette which echoes the delicate, 
earthy tones of the countryside beyond. 

“I used Bennison’s Chinese Pheasant fabric for the 
Roman blinds in the master bedroom,” she says, “as 
the red hues in it draw your eye to the red acacia tree 
outside. The pattern is timeless and works brilliantly 
with the fabric on the headboard, which Rosie already 
had.” Green accents in the lampshades and decorative 
cushions create a further link with the garden. 

‘We both agreed on the importance of protecting the integrity of the building, 
and were eager for the quality of the architecture to shine through’

The palette in the 
drawing room is muted 

to allow the period 
features to sing. Subtle 

layers of colour and 
texture add interest,  

including a mix of 
cushions in vintage 

fabrics, and a 
nineteenth-century 

Persian rug from  
Home & Found. 



In the drawing room, a 
window seat with a cushion 
made from Bennison’s Plain 
Stripe offers a tranquil place 
to read and look out at the 
garden. A self-portrait by 
Bernadett Timko hangs 
above an inherited Victorian 
button-back library chair.

TOP RIGHT The rear 
of the yellow stucco 
house looks out onto 
a mature garden, 
leading to a wood. 
RIGHT Designed by 
Tamsin, the cabinet 
next to the fireplace 
in the drawing room 
hides a television.  
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ABOVE LEFT The 
green and pink 
colour scheme in the 
understated master 
bedroom is inspired 
by the garden views. 
The blanket is from 
Cologne & Cotton. 
The antique mirror, 
with the original 
nineteenth-century 
verre eglomisé glass, 
reflects light.  
LEFT A vibrant  
still life painting  
by Daniel Shadbolt 
hangs above a 
George III mahogany 
chest. The lamp is 
from The Original 
Lamp Company.

ABOVE Delicate 
Hummingbirds 
wallpaper by Cole  
& Son creates a 
whimsical feel in 
Rosie’s younger 
daughter’s bedroom. 
Blinds made using 
Blithfield’s 
Wicklewood fabric 
create a link with the 
green tones outside. 
A Liberty print 
cushion adds interest 
to the bed. 
RIGHT Painted in The 
Botanist from Paint & 
Paper Library, the 
bath sits on the 
original marble floor 
next to a George III 
fretwork mirror and 
Bennison Malabar 
Stripe blind.

When it came to the kitchen, Tamsin designed new 
cabinetry featuring arched panels to echo the arched 
kitchen window and doors and had it colour-matched 
to the Aga that was already in situ when Rosie bought 
the house. Keen to maximise every bit of space, 
Tamsin also incorporated a dresser with glass-fronted 
doors for Rosie to display her collection of characterful 
china and evoke the mood of a farmhouse kitchen. 

The inviting, family feel continues in the large 
drawing room. “This is a lovely, grand room with 
beautiful proportions: a room for entertaining but  
also a family room,” says Rosie. The bespoke built-in 
cabinetry, which continues the arched theme found  
in the kitchen, smooths the transition for the room’s 
use as both a family and an entertaining space. On one 
side of the fireplace it houses the television and on the 
other, a drinks cabinet. 

For Tamsin, the original wooden floorboards 
throughout the home “were a gift”, and she restored 
them to their former glory. Another gift in this home 
was the unique mismatched flooring in the family 
bathroom, where the two types of green marble 

(perhaps installed at different times by previous 
owners), certainly add another layer of patina and 
history, all the while retaining the spirit of this Arts 
and Crafts home. 

Timeless design is carried through upstairs in the 
younger daughter’s octagonal bedroom. Walking up 
the stairs, the Cole & Son wallpaper is the first thing 
that can be seen. “It’s classic, it’s pretty but it’s not 
going to date,” Rosie says. 

With its now smart yet relaxed interior decor, each 
part of the house sings out in harmony. Asked what 
her favourite part of the house is, Rosie says, “I love 
the way Tamsin has brought the house gently back to 
life. All the different elements just come together: it’s 
understated, and feels very much true to the original 
design, fresh and natural.” 

Situated near the children’s schools and surrounded 
by friends and the picturesque South Downs, it is 
unsurprising that Rosie loves it here, whether spending 
time exploring the local scenery, painting in the garden 
during the summer months or curled up with a book 
in the window seat of the drawing room. n
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